NAT HANIEL. ATKINS, Maſter, 


— 
4 A, * - a * — +3 tt 
* _ 
e ©. - | 


* 


. 


INSTRUCTIONS el by Yice-Admiral Graves, and after- 


wards confirmed by Admiral Lord SHULDHAM, in Obedience to 


which Lieutenant BROMEDGE ſeized this Ship. 


Se 


EE By Samuel Graves, Eſq; Vice-Admiral of the White, 
SAM. GRAVES. and Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's Ships and 


Veſſels employed, and to be employed, in the River 


Saint Lawrence, &c, &c. &c. 
Ou are hereby required and directed to obſerve and punctually obey the following 


You are to ſeize and detain all Ships and Veſſels belonging to the Inhabitants of the Four 
New England Provinces, and to ſend them to Boflon, or to any other Port in America, where they 

may be ſafely kept until has Majeſty's Pleaſure is known concerning them; and you are, in all 
Caſes of Seizure and Detention as aforeſaid, to tranſmit to me an Account thereof, according to 


a Form annexed, and to give ſtrict Directions to the Officer put on board, to prevent Embezzle- 


ment; and upon his Arrival at Beſton. to report to me, or to the Commanding Officer at any other 
Port, che Condition of the Veſſel, and if any Part of the Cargo is in Danger of periſhing. 


| You are to do all that is in your Power to prevent any Commerce between the Colonies of Nb 
York, New Ferſey, Penſylvama, Virginia, Maryland, and the Carolina's, and any other Places than 
Great Britain, Ireland. or his Majeſty's Iſtands in the Veſt Indies, including the Bermuda and 
Bahama Iſlands; to ſearch every Veſſel going into, or comin; 
and to ſeize and detain them, in every Caſe in which you ſhall make any Diſcovery of contraband 
Trade, or Conveyance of Arms and Ammunition, Military or Naval Stores of any Kind. 


You are to receive on board, and afford every reaſonable Accommodation, to the Governors or 
other Officers of the Colonies within your reſpective Stations, who may be compelled by the 
Violences of the People to ſeek ſuch an Aſylum ; and generally to afford every Protection in your 


Power to any of his Majeſty's Subjects who may require it: And further, you are hereby required 


and directed to cauſe it to be publickly ſignified in all ſuch Sea-Port Towns as are acceſſible to the 
| King's Ships, that if any Violences ſhall hereafter be offered to any of the Officers of the Crown, 
or other peaceably-diſpoſed Subjects to his Majeſty, or if any Bodies of Men ſhall be raiſed and 
armed in the ſaid Towns, or any Military Works erected, otherwiſe than by Order of his Majeſty 


or thoſe acting under his Authority, or if any Attempts ſhall be made to ſeize or deſtroy any public 


Magazines of Arms, Ammunition, or other Stores, it will be your Duty to proceed by the moſt 
vigorous Efforts againſt the ſaid Town, as in open Rebellion againſt the King. And if after ſuch 
Signification, any Town ſhall perſiſt in the rebellious Acts above ſtated, you are hereby required and 


directed to proceed accordingly (it being his Majeſty's firm Reſolution that every Meaſure be 


purſued for ſuppreſſing, by the moſt vigorous Efforts, by Sea and Land, this unnatural Rebellion, 
which menaces the Subverſion of the preſent happy Conſtitution.) 

And whereas there is Ground to ſuſpect, that many Perſons in England hold a traiterous Cor- 
reſpondence with his Majeſty's Rebellious Subjects in North America, you are hereby molt ſtrictly 


required and directed to ſtop and ſearch all Merchant Ships and Veſſels bound to or from North 


America, and carefully examine every Letter on board; and all thoſe that ſhall in your Opinion 
contain any Matter tending to aid, abet, or adviſe, the rebellious Proceedings of his Majeſty's 


Subjects in North America, io ſecure and ſend them to me, carefully ſealed up, by the ſafeſt and 
quickeſt Conveyance. 


You 


Orders and Pirections during the preſent Rebellion, or until you receive contrary Orders 
from myſelf or any other your Superior Officer, viz. | 


> out of the Ports in theſe Colonies, 


(9-4 


You are to obſerve the ſame Conduct with Reſpect to all Letters containing Intelligence of 
preſent or intended Operations of the Rebels, or any other Information proper for me to be 
acquainted with. 4 „ 


You are to ſeize, and ſend to Boſton, all Ships and Veſſels belonging to any of the other Colo- 
nies in North America laden with Proviſions, Rum, Live Cattle, Hay, Salt, Lumber, Molaſſes, 
Fuel, or any Sort of Naval Stores, whether they are m Breach of any AR of Trade or not; con- 
ſtantly tranſmitting to me Accounts thereof as before directed, upon ſeizing the Ships and Veſſels 
belonging to the Four New England Governments. „ 


And whereas the Rebels are ſtriving to equip a naval Force to intercept Supplies coming to the 
Army and Fleet at Boſton, and to oppoſe the ſmall Ships and Veſſels of his Majeſty's Squadron, 
you are to take or deſtroy theſe Pirates wherever they can be found, and all Veſſels of whatever 
Denomination, the Property of Rebels, in the Harbours or on the Coaſt of the Four New England 
Governments, and alſo thoſe in the other Colonies that are arming, or are evidently intended to 
be employed in the Rebellion againſt his Majeſty, | 5 


Whenever it can be done, you are to ſeize any of the Delegates to the Congreſs, the Rebel 
General Officers, or principal Aiders and Abettors of the Rebellion, and keep them Priſoners until 
you can ſafely deliver them to me; and you are to ſeize all Veſſels carrying Emigrants from Great 
Britain to the Colonies, and ſend them to Beſon or Rhode and. 


Given under my Hand, on board his Majeſty's Ship Preęſton, at Boſton, 

the Day of „„ | „ 
= Fo 1 | SAM, GRAVES. 

To Captain : 
Commander of his Majeſty's 

EE the | 2 | 
By Command of the Admiral, 

7 f SG. GEFFRINA, 


The above is an Order which was iſſued by my Predeceſſor Vice-Admiral Graves, Commander 
in Chief of his Majeſty's Ships and Veſſels in North America, to the Captains and Commanders 
of thoſe Ships then under his Command, of which the Sorg: Sloop, then under the Command 
of Captain Bromedge, was one, and which Order was confirmed by me on my Arrival there,— 
Received from Vice-Admiral Graves, the 16th January 1776. i | 


SHULDHAM, 


Letter from General Sir WILLI am Hows 70 Rear-Admiral SauLDa a, fignifying 
His Opinion on the Detention of this Ship with naval Stores at Halifax, 
ms Dated 16th February, 19776. 


8 1 8, 7  Boffon, 16th February, 1776. 
I am favoured with Copies of Captain Bromedge's Letter, and an Account of the Cargoes on 


board the Ships Nicholas and Beſton Packet, the Properties of Thomas Boilſton and William Denny, 
of this Town. AE . 


Admitting it ſhould appear that the Laws of Trade have not been infringed, yet the Probability 
of theſe Stores being ſmuggled away to the Enemy, if not prevented, makes me think it highly 
proper that they ſhould be detained : I am more particularly led to this, William Denny having been 
guilty of notorious Treaſon, and Thomas Boilſton's Principles of Loyalty much to be doubted. 


Your ſuperior Judgment in Affairs of this Nature, coming more particularly under your own 
Department, does not require this Intruſion of my private Opinion, which I flatter myſelf you 
will excuſe, as proceeding from that Regard and Eſteem wherewith I have the Honour to be moſt 
ſincerely, | | 

SIR, 


Molineux Shuldham, Eſq; 
Rear-Admiral of the White, 
We Of oh. 


Your moſt obedient, humble Servant, 
7 W. Howe, 


